“Christmas Message” 

My dear sisters & brothers in Christ,

Advent has prepared us for the coming of the Lord. And now, coming together as family, we celebrate Christ’s birth. We gather in our homes to be with one another and share many stories. We gather together because that is what Jesus would want us to do, that is, to be with family. Jesus brings family together because Jesus was born into family. The Christmas story is one of the most popular stories in all of history. Why? Because Jesus breaks into our humanity to be one of us…to take on everything but SIN. He comes to join family!

The family is the key to Christmas. The family is the key to Christianity. Pope Saint John Paul II noted that everything good—history, humanity, salvation—“passes by way of family.” When God came to save us, he made salvation inseparable from family life, manifest in family life. Since the family is the ordinary setting of human life, he came to share it, redeem it, and perfect it. He made it an image and sacrament of Divine Mystery. Salvation itself finds meaning only in familial relations. So, we can say, “that the truth of Christmas begins with a family.” The truth of Christmas was passed on by way of families.  

Christmas is a time to come together as family to celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. Being born in a stable reveals to humanity the humbleness and earthliness of how our loving God Incarnate wants to be recognized.  A God who becomes one of us is the most powerful symbol of His love for us.    

Taking on flesh and becoming one like us is what Christmas is all about.  Coming to the realization that Christ came to us for a specific reason— “God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son so that whosoever shall believe in him shall have eternal life”. Christ’s message is a message of hope, faith, love and peace on earth; moreover, a message packed with mysticism, wonder, excitement and joy.

So, as we celebrate the miracle of Christmas let us remember that God made his dwelling place among men, women, and children, and he called them—he call us—to become his family, his holy household. 

Let us celebrate this mystery that we are now Christ’s family, and so the joy of Christmas belongs to us. Without Christ, the world was a joyless place; and any place where he remains unknown and unaccepted is a joyless place. Everything has changed since Christ’s birth, yet everything remains to be changed, especially when people come to receive Christ as their saviour. 

May this time of Christmas be a special time with family and friends, and to acknowledge the ongoing presence of Jesus Christ in your lives.  May the profound mystery of Christmas fill your soul with a desire to always put Christ first in everything you do. ‘O, Come Divine Messiah’……
         Merry Christmas & Happy New Year,

                   Love & Prayers,

                     Your Pastor, 

               Fr. Arlan Parenteau
